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Achieving World Peace

“If there is righteousness in the heart, there will be beauty in the character. If there is beauty in the
character, there will be harmony in the home. If there is harmony in the home, there will be order in
the nation. If there is order in the nation, there will be peace in the world.”

-- Confucian tradition

What does this Confucian tradition have to do with promoting the health
and welfare of suffering children who are disabled and orphaned?

Let’s begin by examining mankind’s basic needs: food, clothing and shelter. In the West, most of us
are privileged to enjoy having our basic needs met through our own efforts or if necessary, support
of the federal and state government or charities. While many of us view our basic needs as a given
and, in some cases, an entitlement, the same is not true in other parts of the world. At this writing,
over one million Syrians have been displaced by civil war, many carrying all of their possessions in a
trash bag or suitcase in search of refuge in Turkey and Jordan. In Syria, starvation and disease are
widespread among those on the “wrong side” of the civil war--yet, food and medical personnel are
readily available within one or two miles of the areas inhabited by the refugees, but only for those
willing to accede to the demands of the ruling party. For those able to flee Syria, refugee camps
have been established to house hundreds of thousands of émigrés who hold little hope of ever
returning to their homeland or life as they once knew it. Syria is hardly alone in this regard—on the
African subcontinent and throughout Asia less fortunate and politically/spiritually misaligned peoples
have been displaced, tortured, forced to marry and bear children, and slaughtered in the name of
political and religious causes. Does meeting the basis needs of these refugees contribute to “peace
in the world” or does it merely salve our collective conscience in that we are lessening the plight of
those who have been uprooted and live nomadically?

| believe our right motivation to help those less fortunate is the key ingredient in restoring whole-
ness to those less fortunate. At World’s Forgotten Children Foundation providing food, clothing and
shelter is tangible evidence of our caring attitude for those disabled children who are orphaned, all
too often by embarrassed families. Now, imagine attempting to flee a hostile land by wheelchair or
depending on another person to carry you to safety. Then imagine doing this on sand in blistering
heat. Or, imagine being kidnapped from school or home and forced to marry and bear the children
of a member of an extreme religious sect.

Meeting the basic needs of suffering children who are disabled and orphaned requires more of

us than giving our time and money. We are called to live harmoniously in the home, however

and wherever we find it, for harmony in the home will lead to order in the nation. Our homes and
workplaces provide plenty of opportunity for practicing the Confucian tradition, all | might add in
comfortable surroundings. However, even a refugee camp can provide the environment in which
each person gives thanks for what life has provided and a decision to live for the betterment of
someone else. By seeking to remove selfishness and separateness from the world through meet-
ing the needs of the downtrodden, we embrace righteousness in our hearts, beauty in our character,
harmony in our home and order in our nation. Our calling, ever mindful of the many hardships faced
by those who are disabled and orphaned or displaced by non-physical circumstances, is to live for
others. Please join us.

Contributed by: Mr. Gary James, a member of the WFCF Advisory Board
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WEFCEF is pleased to announce the funding of US$12,825.00 in support of the Project Believe -
verticalization orthopedic and physical therapy, life skills and social adaptation for orphans living with
severe mental and physical disability at the Diema’s Dream Foundation in the Russian Federation.

Project Believe is about giving orphans who have multiple and profound disabilities, the courage to believe they can
see their world while standing on their two feet. Elat'ma orphanage is located in Ryazan region; 200km South East of
Moscow, Russia. The orphanage currently accommodates 96 children ages 2-10 years with severe physical and mental
disability.The project is supervised by Diema’s Dream foundation located in Moscow, Russia and Arnold, MD. Diema’s
Dream Foundation was established in 1998 to provide financial, medical, and educational support for both physically
and mentally disabled children in Russia. The larger goal is to support changes in society and legislation in order to
create social and medical support programs, which would allow parents to raise their children at home rather than living
in institutions. For over 16 years, Diema’s Dream Foundation has been providing support and care for around 15,000
orphans throughout Russia.

WFCF has proudly provided this support for the Project
Believe for the period of 6 months to provide the following
services to the children at the Elat’ma orphanage.

* Doctor’s orthopedist visit for medical examination

» Manufacturing of orthotics, splints and braces

+ Daily massages and physical therapy sessions

* Daily educational, life skills sessions and social adaptation

Before After

A few ways that you can help WFCF:

* Let your friends and associates know about WFCF

» Forward a copy of the WFCF Newsletter to friends and associates

» Encourage friends and associates to inform WFCF about appropriate projects to fund

+ Consider including WFCF as a beneficiary in personal wills
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