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Help Us
Spread the Word

Please forward a copy of this
newsletter to your friends and
colleagues and make them
aware of the WFCF mission.

The following excerpt is from an article written by Dr. David Vader, a member of Messiah College’s
Collaboratory for Strategic Partnerships and Applied Research.  The article offers his perspec-
tive on Burkina Faso when he first visited and what currently exists.  WFCF, as noted in previous
newsletters, has been a supporter of the Handicapes en Avant Project in Burkina Faso by way of
donations made for various supplies and equipment to be used by the orphaned children at the
orphanage facility.

In his article about his travels to Burkina Faso, Dr. Vader wrote:  “When I first came
to Burkina Faso in 1996 we came in the night. Custom officials combed through my belong-
ings.  The ride over mostly dirt roads from the Ouagadougou airport to the SIM guesthouse
was lighted by kerosene lanterns.  Although exhausted from travel, I was careful to brush
my teeth with filtered water and carefully tuck a mosquito net in around my bed as a
precaution against malaria.

In the morning I began the bush taxi journey to the rural village of Mahadaga in the
southeastern corner of the country.  There were multiple military checkpoints, where I
understood not a word of conversation but my passport was always duly inspected.  In
Mahadaga a generator provided electric power for lights between 6 and 9 PM each night. 
After that we talked or wrote in our journals by lantern light, usually retiring around 10
PM.  Only a handful of motorized vehicles passed through town each day, none locally
owned.  Mahadaga’s wealthy owned bicycles.  We saw them passing by the mission on their
way to the Thursday market laden with a half dozen chickens hanging from the front
handlebars, and a sack of grain or a passenger on the back.  The nearest telephone was
nearly 14 miles away, and the internet was unknown.

Today, much has changed in Burkina Faso.  More of the roads from the airport to the
SIM guesthouse in Ouagadougou are paved, and fewer are lined at night with kerosene
lanterns.  Custom officials readily allow our project materials into the country and we no
longer have to show our passports once on the road to Mahadaga.

In the Mahadaga guest house we have lights and even fans around the clock, unless it
is cloudy for a day or two and the solar charged batteries drain.  Farmers have stopped
planting some fields with food to grow cotton, a cash crop that can devastate the soil.  To
attain yields competitive on the world market they use dangerous pesticides that are banned
in the U.S.  With more cash in the community, this year for the first time I have seen no
women pounding millet into flour. Rather, they pay to have it ground by numerous gasoline
powered mills available in the village.  The wealthy have traded their bicycles for motor
bikes.  Now there are bandits on the road when the cotton is being sold and travelers are
more likely to be carrying cash.  Cell phones help farmers monitor commodity prices and
receive fair payment for their goods.  The phones also serve as the new status symbol, and
many people carry them who cannot even afford food.

The culture of Mahadaga is changing so that the weakest and most vulnerable people
are cared for.  I see nearly as many people on tricycles as on motor bikes, and I have not
seen anyone crawl on the ground for years.  The center we serve provides many who
cannot walk, whether because of disease or malnutrition, with physical therapy and assistive
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A few ways that you can help WFCF:
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� Encourage friends and associates to inform WFCF about appropriate projects to fund
� Consider including WFCF as a beneficiary in personal wills

devices. They walk!  Families are visited and taught to care for their children.  Education is provided for the disabled,
including persons who are deaf or blind.  One of our first clients of the center is now a law student at the University
in Ouagadougou.  He wants to be a professor.  Many of the disabled are represented among church and community
leaders.

Thanks to all of the present and past workers in the Collaboratory, and to our many supporters, for making
possible our part in the story of God’s good work in Mahadaga.  With God’s help we imagine a day when every disabled
person is able to afford and maintain a hand powered tricycle, and those with disabilities so severe they cannot operate
the hand powered tricycle have ready access to electric powered tricycles.  Thank you for all your love and support,
and God bless you.”

Your generous support has allowed WFCF to contribute to the Handicapes en Avant Project.  The personal account
of the progress in Burkina Faso by Dr. David Vader conveys the power of what we can do together collectively.  So,
please consider making a contribution to WFCF in order to allow for continued support of such worthy causes.

                                                                                    Tom Campton
                                                                                    WFCF Advisory Board Member
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As the realities of the worldwide economic downturn become more
apparent with each passing day, it is often a challenge to look for the
positive aspects of our lives and the world around us.  The effects of
economic uncertainty are felt in many ways and many lives are affected.

One area that often suffers is non-profit organizations.  The organi-
zations themselves remain steadfast in their mission to provide assistance
to those in need; however, there are fewer supporters of the mission.
Many of us feel the need to hold tightly to what we have, but we should be

mindful of others (especially the children) around the world that depend on our kindness,
assistance and support to survive.

While our own needs could be affected by the current economic state, we should keep in
mind that those less fortunate are also in desperate need of our assistance.  By remembering
that there are many ways to assist and support causes that you believe in such as sharing your
time, goods, skills and expertise, or monetary contributions, the positive effects of dedication
and humanity will outweigh the negative effects of an economic slowdown.

Global Economic Uncertainty and Plight of Less Fortunate


