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Description:
The traditional method of composing the life history as a � owing narrative 
is not only morally dishonest but also intellectually inadequate because it 
conveys the false impression of a chronologically timeless and uninterrupted 
soliloquy. They are highly processed, constructed, and rei� ed. Questions 
have been removed, entire sections have been reordered, and redundancies 
have been deleted. After the multiple stages involved in transforming a 
narrative life into an inscribed text, the � nal product bears little resemblance 
to the original transcription of the interview. By focusing only on the � nal 
product, life histories ignore the other two components in the communicative process.

Oral History Reimagined: Emerging Research and Opportunities demonstrates the potential of the life 
history to serve as a new way of writing vulnerably about the “other” by refusing to hide the authors by sharing 
equal billing in a dialogic encounter with their informants in order to produce an ethnographic narrative that 
is multivocal, conversational, and co-constructed. The book examines the idea that a re� exive ethnography 
in the form of a reciprocal exchange between researchers and informants constitutes the logical extension 
of re� exivity in anthropological research. The book’s ultimate goal is a balance that dissolves the distinction 
between the ethnographer as theorizing being and the informant as passive data, that reduces the gap 
between subject and object, and that presents both ethnographer and informant as having active voices. 
Featuring topics on life histories, re� exive ethnography, and narrative structure of autoethnography, it is ideally 
designed for anthropologists,
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