
IGI Global Publisher of Peer-Reviewed, Timely, and Innovative Research Content

Impact of Political Socialization on the 
Support for Democratic Principles: 
Emerging Research and Opportunities 
Part of the Advances in Electronic Government, Digital Divide, and Regional 
Development Book Series 

Allison Clark Ellis (University of South Carolina Upstate, USA)

Description: 
As we come upon the 30th anniversary of communism’s fall, it is a good time 
to reexamine what life was like behind the Iron Curtain and how communism 
impacted people for generations. The study of communication is important as 
it shows how much effect government type has on the principles its people 
support. Those interested in promoting and maintaining democratic ideals in 
countries around the world require a book such as this to better understand the effect communism has had. 

Impact of Political Socialization on the Support for Democratic Principles: Emerging Research and 
Opportunities examines life under communism in Czechoslovakia and Hungary with particular attention paid 
to education, religion, travel, and exposure to Western culture, as well as their transition to democracy and how 
successful that transition has been. The book makes the case that being politically socialized under communism 
has made embracing democratic principles more difficult. The evidence for this case is based on 200 interviews 
conducted in 2017-18 with people who lived in Czechoslovakia and Hungary during communism, present-day 
analysis of government and politics in the Czech Republic and Hungary, and survey data from the European Social 
Survey. The main struggles in transitioning to democracy are identified, and it is speculated whether the Czech 
Republic and Hungary can ever be long-term fully-functioning democracies. The main implications of this publication 
are how government type during political socialization affects support for democratic principles, and whether the 
United States could ever be at risk for democratic erosion. The book is intended for political scientists, government 
officials, historians, academicians, researchers, and students.
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