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Communication technology provides new opportunities for individuals with special needs, facilitating assistive
communication, increasing mobility, offering a different model of engagement, and allowing new forms of explora-
tion. However, many people learn about these new technologies haphazardly through teachers, social workers,
therapists, and networks of people who have similar needs.

Communication Technology for Students in Special Education and Gifted Programs collects
ideas about new communication technologies and innovative ways of using them to enhance education for students
with exceptionalities. These case studies are based on the experiences and expertise of the teachers, research-
ers, and other professionals who have used them. By learning about the experiences of professionals with diverse
specialties, others will gain information and ideas for how to better serve individuals with special needs across the
educational spectrum.

Topics Covered:

* Assistive Communication ¢ Communication Technology for

* Assistive Technologies Alternative Education

* Augmentative Communication * Distance Learning

* Communication Technology and ¢ Educational Technology and Special Programs
Gifted Education * Technology Assessment and Response to

* Communication Technology and Intervention (RTI)
Special Education * Technology for Students with Special Needs

Market: This premier publication is essential for all academic and research library reference collections.
It is a crucial tool for academicians, researchers, and practitioners and is ideal for classroom use.

Joan E. Aitken is Professor, Arts and Communication, Park University. She has a B.A. in Communication Theory from Michigan State University, an M.A. in Special Education
from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, and an M.A. and Ed.D. in Communication and Administration from the University of Arkansas. She joined the Park faculty in
2005, after teaching at the University of Missouri, University of Louisiana, and University of Arkansas. Aitken’s emphasis in scholarship has been computer-mediated commu-
nication and communication education. She has authored eight books, which include the following: * Interpersonal Concepts and Competences, by Berko, Aitken, and Wolvin. (2010).
Rowman & Littlefield Press. ® Cases on Online Discussion and Interaction, by Shedletsky and Aitken. (2010). IGI Global Press. ® Human Communication on the Internet, by Shedletsky

and Aitken. (2004). Boston: Allyn & Bacon/Longman. Aitken has authored five instructor’s manuals (three in the second edition or later), provided Web development for four
publishers, and published 50 articles and reports. Aitken was editor of the National Communication Association’s The Communication Teacher and served on the editorial board
of NCA’s Communication Education. She has obtained $3.5 million in competitive grant funding, including $1.5 million as the primary grant writer and others as a collaborative

team member. Aitken has worked internationally in Jamaica and the People’s Republic of China.
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