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Communication technology provides new opportunities for individuals with special needs, facilitating assistive 

communication, increasing mobility, offering a different model of engagement, and allowing new forms of explora-

tion. However, many people learn about these new technologies haphazardly through teachers, social workers, 

therapists, and networks of people who have similar needs. 

Communication Technology for Students in Special Education and Gifted Programs collects 

ideas about new communication technologies and innovative ways of using them to enhance education for students 

with exceptionalities. These case studies are based on the experiences and expertise of the teachers, research-

ers, and other professionals who have used them. By learning about the experiences of professionals with diverse 

specialties, others will gain information and ideas for how to better serve individuals with special needs across the 

educational spectrum.
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Section 1: Foundations and Theory-Building

Chapter 1
An Overview of  Inclusive Education in the United States
Hossain Mokter (University of  Dhaka, Bangladesh and University of  Nevada, Reno, USA)

Chapter 2
Technology to Facilitate the General Education Curriculum
Sherman Cindy K. (University of  Maryland, College Park, USA)
De La Paz Susan (University of  Maryland, College Park, USA)

Chapter 3
Integrated Technology for Culturally Competent Communication in Urban Schools
Linas Maura Wechsler (University of  Kansas, USA)
Aitken Joan E. (Park University, USA)

Chapter 4
Understanding Students with Special Needs Self-disclosure in Internet Chat Rooms:
Punyanunt-Carter Narissra Maria (Texas Tech University, USA)
Carter Stacy L. (Texas Tech University, USA)

Chapter 5
Using Spatial Constructivist Thinking Theory to Enhance Classroom Instruction for Students with Special Needs
Bull Prince Hycy (North Carolina Central University, USA)

Section 2: Assistive Technology

Chapter 6
Wheelchairs as Assistive Technology:
Carroll Judy L. (University of  Nebraska Medical Center, USA)

Chapter 7
Trial and Error with Assistive, Accessible, Augmentative Technology
Blaser Arthur W. (Chapman University, USA)

Chapter 8
Voice/Speech Recognition Software:
Kitchenham Andrew (University of  Northern British ColumbiaCanada)
Bowes Doug (SET-BC, Canada)

Chapter 9
A Guide to Assistive Technology for Teachers in Special Education
Wang Harris (Athabasca University, Canada)

Chapter 10
Assistive Technology:
Spillane Mary (Bellevue Public Schools, USA)

Section 3: Perspectives

Chapter 11
The Student with Complex Education Needs:
Farrell Helen J. (The University of  Melbourne, Australia)

Chapter 12
Communication Technology Integration in the Content Areas for Students with High-Incidence Disabilities:
Evmenova Anna S. (George Mason University, USA)
Behrmann Michael M. (George Mason University, USA)

Chapter 13
Signage as a Classroom Prompt:
Loverro Ian J. (Central Washington University, USA)
Majsterek David J. (Central Washington University, USA)
Shorr David N. (Central Washington University, USA)

Chapter 14
Using Social Bookmarking to Make Online Resources More Accessible
Brunvand Stein (University of  Michigan-Dearborn, USA) 
 

Chapter 15
Reflections on Teaching Students with Special Needs in an Online Master’s Program
Cohn Lora (Park University, USA)

Chapter 16
Using Tactile Prompts to Increase Social-Communicative Skills with Children with Autism
Axe Judah B. (Simmons College, USA)

Chapter 17
Personal Reflections on the Educational Potential and Future of  Closed Captioning on the Web
Zdenek Sean (Texas Tech University, USA)

Chapter 18
Parental Communication About the Needs of  Their Children:
Aitken Joan E. (Park University, USA)

Section 4: Leading Change

Chapter 19
Are you SMARTer than a SMART Board™?
Sonnenberg Mandi (Rockhurst University, USA)

Chapter 20
Reading by Listening:
Jones Marni Gail (Dickinson College, USA)
Schwilk Christopher L. (Shippensburg University, USA)
Bateman David F. (Shippensburg University, USA)

Chapter 21
Integrating Accessible Multiplication Games into Inclusive Classrooms
Anderson Cindy L. (Roosevelt University, USA)

Chapter 22
Do You See What I’m Saying?
Meadows Bryan (University of  Texas, Pan-American, USA)

Chapter 23
What Do You Do With A Digital Pen?
Carlson Judith K. (Rockhurst University, USA)

Chapter 24
Communication Technologies for Instructional Use:
Kang Seok (University of  Texas at San Antonio, USA)

Chapter 25
Teaching What We Don’t Know:
Harris Joy E. (University of  Tampa, USA)

Chapter 26
Ten Hot Assistive Tech Websites That You Won’t Want to Miss
Thompson Alex (Retired Consultant, USA)
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