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Emergent technologies, including ambient intelligence and pervasive computing, promise a considerable advance
in the way people use virtual communities, and new, innovative applications are making virtual communities more

dynamic and usable than ever.

Virtual Community Building and the Information Society: Current and Future Directions offers a holistic ap-
proach to virtual communities, providing relevant theoretical frameworks and presenting the latest empirical research
on virtual technology, infrastructures, content modeling, knowledge modeling, content management, context aware-
ness, mobility, security and trust. It also explores the social impact and applications of virtual communities, providing
valuable insights for professionals, researchers, and managers in fields including information systems, computer
science, knowledge management, software engineering, healthcare, business, information and communication sci-
ences, education, and sociology who want to improve their understanding of the strategic role of virtual communities

in the information society.

Topics Covered:

¢ Applications of Virtual Communities ¢ Virtual Community Building

* Social Impact of Virtual Communities ¢ Virtual Community Infrastructures

e Virtual Communities * Virtual Technologies and Ambient Intelligence
¢ Virtual Communities and Multi-Agent Systems * Virtual Technologies and Content Modeling

e Virtual Communities and Trust ¢ Virtual Technology

Market: This premier publication is essential for all academic and research library reference collections.
It is a crucial tool for academicians, researchers, and practitioners and is ideal for classroom use.

Christo El Mort received a PhD in Biomedical Engineering, Compiegne University of Technology-France, (1997). He is an adjunct Professor of Health Informatics at York
University, Canada; and an Assistant Professor of information Systems at the American University of Kuwait, Kuwait. His research interests are cross-disciplinary in Virtual

Communities, e-Health, e-Collaboration, PACS and Health Information Systems integration.
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